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•The Martin Duberman Fellowship—
An endowed fellowship named for CLAGS 
founder and first executive director, Martin 
Duberman, this fellowship is awarded 
to a senior scholar (tenured university 
professor or advanced independent 
scholar) from any country doing scholarly 
research on the lesbian/gay/bisexual/ 
transgender/queer (LGBTQl experience. 
University affiliation is not necessary. All 
applicants must be able to show a prior 
contribution to the field of LGBTQ studies.
If you are not sure whether you will be 
eligible for the award as a senior scholar 
le.g., if you are not a tenured professor), 
we recommend that you contact us well 
before the deadline so we can make a 
determination; otherwise, you may be 
declared ineligible after the deadline and 
your application will not be submitted to 
the committee. The award is adjudicated 
by the fellowships committee of the 
Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies. The 
winner of the fellowship may be asked to 
participate in CLAGS's Colloquium Series 
the following academic year to present 
her/his research project. Award: $7,500 
Deadline: November 15,2011. 
Submissions Guidelines:
Please make sure to read our General 
Application Guidelines above in addition to 
these guidelines for the Martin Duberman 
award. Applications must include the 
following: 1. A cover letter with your 
contact information (address, phone 
number, and e-mail), the title of your 
project, the names of your recommenders, 
and the fellowship(s) you are applying for 
(Duberman, Heller-Bernard, or both).
2. A proposal of 5-10 pages, double­
spaced, on the subject of your research.
3. Evidence (book excerpt, article, etc.) 
that you have made a prior contribution 
to the field of LGTBQ studies. Please limit 
submissions to two excerpts/articles/ 
papers/research summaries. A list of 
publications may be submitted also.
4. A curriculum vita. 5. Two letters of 
recommendation. If you are applying 
for both the Duberman and Heller- 
Bernard fellowships, please have 
your recommenders note that in their 
letters. We prefer that items 1-4, above, 
be submitted electronically by email.
Paper submissions of these items will 
not be penalized, but must include
six (6) copies of each item. Letters of 
recommendation should be sent by 
email directly from recommenders to 
CLAGSFellowshipsOgmail.com, except in 
special circumstances as described under 
the General Fellowship Guidelines. 
Notification: CLAGS will confirm the 
receipt of email submissions within a 
few days of receiving them, and will send 
another confirmation when the application
has been processed and verified as 
complete. The second confirmation is 
usually sent around Dec. 1. Final decisions 
for the awards are made in the spring, 
usually by April.
•The Joan Heller-Diane Bernard 
Fellowship In Lesbian and Gay 
Studies—This fellowship supports 
research by a junior scholar (graduate 
student, untenured university professor 
or independent researcher) and a senior 
scholar (tenured university professor 
or advanced independent scholar) into 
the impact of lesbians and/or gay men 
on U.S.society and culture. Scholars 
conducting research on lesbians are 
especially encouraged to apply. It is open 
to researchers both inside and outside 
the academy and is adjudicated by the 
Joan Heller-Diane Bernard Fellowship 
committee in conjunction with CLAGS.
The winner may be asked to participate in 
CLAGS’s colloquium series the following 
academic year to present her/his research 
project. Award: Two awards each in the 
amount of $5,000. Two Finalists awards 
each in the amount of $1250 ) Deadline: 
November 15,2011.
Submissions Guidelines:
Please make sure to read our General 
Fellowship Guidelines above in addition to 
these guidelines for the Heller-Bernard 
award. Applications for this award must 
include the following: 1. A cover letter with 
your contact information (address, phone 
number, and e-mail), the title of your 
project, the names of your recommenders, 
and the fellowship(s) you are applying for 
(CLAGS, Duberman, Heller-Bernard).
2. A proposal of 5-10 pages, double-spaced, 
on the subject of your research. 3. Evidence 
(book excerpt, article, etc.) that you have made 
a prior contribution to the field of LGTBQ 
studies, or example(s) of writing which 
demonstrates a commitment to the field of 
LGTBQ studies. Please limit submissions 
to two excerpts/articles/papers/research 
summaries. A list of publications may 
be submitted also. 4. A curriculum vita.
5. Two letters of recommendation. If 
you are applying for both the Duberman 
and Heller-Bernard fellowships, please 
have your recommenders note that in 
their letters. We prefer that items 1-4, 
above, be submitted electronically by 
email. Paper submissions of these items 
will not be penalized, but must include 
six (6) copies of each item. Letters of 
recommendation should be sent by 
email directly from recommenders to 
CLAGSFellowshipsfagmail.com, except in 
special circumstances as described under 
the General Fellowship Guidelines above. 
Notification: CLAGS will confirm the 
receipt of email submissions within a
few days of receiving them, and will send 
another confirmation when the application 
has been processed and verified as complete. 
The second confirmation is usually sent 
around Dec. 1. Final decisions for the awards 
are made in the spring, usually by April.
•The Robert Giard Fellowship—
An annual award named for Robert Giard, 
a portrait, landscape, and figure photographer 
whose work often focused on LGBTQ lives 
and issues, this award is presented to an 
emerging, early or mid-career artist from 
any country working in photography, photo- 
based media, video, or moving image, 
including short-form film or video of no more 
than 30 minutes in length. This award will 
support a directed project, one that is new 
or continuing, that addresses issues of 
sexuality, gender, or LGBTQ identity. 
University affiliation is not necessary. If you 
are not sure whether you will be eligible 
for the award, we recommend that you 
contact us well before the deadline so we 
can make a determination; otherwise, 
you may be declared ineligible after the 
deadline and your application will not be 
submitted to the committee. This award is 
adjudicated by the fellowships committee 
of the Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies 
and a jury of the Robert Giard Foundation. 
Award: $7,500) Deadline: November 15,2011 
General Submission Guidelines: 
Applicants should send:
1. Artist's C.V. 2. A description of the 
proposed project (500-750 words in length) 
3. Representative examples of their work 
(work samples). 4. Two letters of support 
5. General Questionnaire. All materials, 
except work samples should be sent to 
CLAGSFellowshipsiagmaiLcom.Do not 
send original artwork; digital reproductions 
on CD are preferred, and print copies will 
also be accepted. Video and film formats 
are also accepted, but will not be returned, 
so do not send archival materials. DVD is 
preferred and VHS will also be accepted. 
Please email the CLAGS office with any 
questions. The winner of the fellowship 
may be asked to participate in CLAGS 
and Giard Foundation programming the 
following academic year to present her/ 
his completed project. Please make 
sure to print and read our Detailed Giard 
Submission guidelines[.doc format] in 
addition to these guidelines written here 
for the Robert Giard Memorial Award. 
Notification: CLAGS will confirm the 
receipt of email submissions within a 
two weeks of receiving all materials.
Final decisions for the awards are made 
in the spring, usually by April. The 
winner of the fellowship will be asked to 
participate in CLAGS and Giard Foundation 
programming the following academic year 
to present her/his completed project.
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•Sylvia Rivera Award in Transgender 
Studies—This award, which honors 
the memory of Rivera, a transgender 
activist, will be given for the best book or 
article to appear in transgender studies 
this year (from May 2009 to June 2010). 
Applications may be submitted by the 
author of the work or by nomination (the 
application requirements are the same 
for each; see below). Adjudicated by the 
CLAGS fellowships committee.
Award: $1,000 I Deadline: June 15,2011 
Requirements:
1. A cover sheet detailing the article's 
publication venue or book's publisher, 
date of publication, and complete contact 
information for the applicant. 2. If in print, 
please send six full copies of the article 
or, for books, six full copies of the first 
chapter or first 20 pages. In via email.
please send the entire article or first 20 
chapter or first 20 pages in pdf format.
•Undergraduate Student Paper 
Award—Each year, CLAGS sponsors a 
student paper competition open to all 
undergraduate students enrolled in the 
CUNY or SUNY system. A cash prize is 
awarded to the best paper written in a 
CUNY or SUNY undergraduate class on 
any topic related to gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
queer, or transgender experiences.
Essays should be between 12 and 30 
pages, well thought-out, and fully realized. 
Award: $250 ( Deadline: June 15,2011 
Requirements:
1. Submissions should include a copy 
of the paper with the author's name, 
campus affiliation, and the name of 
the course/instructor for which the
paper was written.
•Student Travel Award—Each year, 
CLAGS sponsors two student travel 
awards open to all graduate students 
enrolled in the CUNY system. A cash 
prize is awarded to a student presenting 
subject matter that addresses gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, queer, or transgender issues in 
their respective field. Presentations can be 
for conferences held in the U.S. or abroad. 
Award: $250 I Deadlines: September 15 
& February 15.
Requirements:
1. Submissions should include a one-page 
abstract of the paper or presentation and 
a cover sheet detailing the conference 
dates, location and complete contact 




On March 14, 1988,1 posted a notice in the elevator 
of 535 East 80th Street that I would be appearing the 
following evening on "PuntoyAparte," an interview 
program hosted by WXTV newscaster Rafael Pineda. 
When the topic of the broadcast—my imminent sex- 
reassignment surgery—became known, a flurry of phone calls were 
made to my dean demanding to know if I planned on saying anything 
about CUNY on the air, as if the revelation of a transsexual data ana­
lyst in the central administration could mushroom into a public rela­
tions scandal. While I have never felt discriminated against for being 
open about my gender history, I have occasionally felt disappointed 
that such a significant rite-of-passage remained unacknowledged 
by the institution to which I have devoted my professional life. That 
was, until an essay t had written about my experience was awarded 
a prize by CLAGS in 2008 for the best undergraduate paper on an 
LGBT topic. As a beneficiary of its programming, I support CLAGS 
because t know from first-hand experience that the legitimacy LGBT 
studies have achieved in public higher education during the past 



























SUNDAY, MARCH 27,2011 
5 PM - 7 PM
A cocktail reception with the 2011 Robert Giard 
Fellowship Winners and special guest, Pulitzer 
Prize-winning playwright Edward Albee. Look for 
your invitation in early February 2011.
Edward Albee, Montauk, NY, 1991 © Estate Robert Giard
Interdisciplinary Concentration in Lesbian and Gay/Queer Studies (IDS)
T
he Graduate Center offers an Interdisciplinary Con­
centration in Lesbian and Gay/Queer Studies, a rapidly 
growing, multidisciplinary enterprise whose goal is 
the study of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
people and their histories and cultures, as well as the study 
of sexuality and its role in the deployment of cultural and so­
cial power. Lesbian and Gay Studies is a system of inquiry that 
examines the roles of same-sex desire across and among 
cultures and histories. Queer Studies views sexuality not as 
a stable category of identification or as merely a series of 
physical acts, but sees desire itself as a cultural construction 
that is central to the institutionalization and normalization of 
certain practices and discourses that organize social relations 
and hierarchies. Together, the two constitute a field whose 
best work often weaves together both types of analysis.
Interdisciplinary Concentrations were instituted to recog­
nize that the development of knowledge across traditional 
departmental boundaries and that inter-disciplinary study 
constitutes a sound and stimulating approach to scholarship. 
Students fulfilling one of the existing doctoral programs can 
fashion a specialization in LG/Q Studies with the guidance of 
the Interdisciplinary Studies Committee and under the super­
vision of specialists within these areas.
Requirements: Students are required to be matriculated in 
one of the Graduate Center's established doctoral programs 
and must take the core class. Introduction to Lesbian and Gay/ 
Queer Studies, as well as three electives within the Concentra­
tion's course lists.
Further inquiries about the Concentration in Lesbian and Gay/ 
Queer Studies should be directed to Sarah Chinn, the IDS 
adviser, at 212-817-1955 or
schinniagc.cuny.edu.
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